Health, Seniors and Active Living
Active Living, Indigenous Relations,
Population and Public Health
4th Floor; 300 Carlton Street
Winnipeg MB R3B 3M9
Ph: (204) 788-6737

June 24, 2019
Dear Parent/Guardian:
Manitoba’s Routine Immunization Schedule has been updated resulting in changes to Manitoba’s
School Immunization Program. Starting in the 2019/20 school year, all students in Grade 6 (those
born during or after January 2008) will be offered a vaccine that will protect against four strains of
meningitis that circulates within Canada. This vaccine will be offered during the school year in
addition to the hepatitis B and human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines.
Meningitis is a very serious and life threatening infection that is spread easily between people
and can have serious and permanent effects, including death. Although anyone can be infected
with meningitis, children younger than five are at greatest risk, followed by people aged 15-19
years and 60 years and up. Being immunized prepares the body to fight against the disease in
the event it is exposed.
This change ensures Manitoba’s children are protected against disease and is consistent with
best practice public health evidence. Manitoba’s Immunization Schedule aligns with other
provinces and territories as well as with recommendations made by national and provincial
vaccine experts.
Public Health staff within each Regional Health Authority will continue to send the appropriate
documents such as fact sheets and consent forms to the parents of eligible students through the
school. Immunizations are highly recommended by Manitoba Health, Seniors and Active Living
but are voluntary in Manitoba.
For more information about Manitoba’s Routine Immunization Schedule including information
about the vaccines recommended for your child(ren), please visit:
www.manitoba.ca/health/publichealth/cdc/div/index.html.
For any questions on Manitoba’s School Immunization Program please contact your local public
health office (listing located at www.manitoba.ca/health/publichealth/offices.html).
Sincerely,
“Original signed by”
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Richard Baydack, PhD
Director
Communicable Disease Control

Tim Hilderman, MD FRCPC
Medical Lead
Communicable Disease Control

